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The Most Populous
Nations on Earth

Estimated population by country
(in million people) in 2003 and 2023*
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China Is the World’s
Manufacturing Superpower

Countries with the highest share of global manufacturing
output in 2022
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FIGURE 1.2 China accounts for almost three-quarters of global
extreme poverty reduction since 1981: Poverty headcount based on
the international poverty line, 1981-2017
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Sources: Lugo, Niu, and Yemtsov 2021, based on PovcalNet adapted from World Bank 2018.
Note: EAP = East Asia and Pacific.
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